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  . . are quite common, but whose importance is often overlooked and can lead to incorrect decisions. The first is that the HEPA filter of the hood will be of sufficient performance to prevent the release of any dust from the hood interior, which is often not the case and in fact the filter is usually chosen on the basis of its contaminant capture properties. The second is that the flow rate of air into the
hood will be sufficiently large to provide the requisite velocity for the complete transport of particles away from the source of arc discharge and into the . . . protective barrier." This evaluation of the protection provided by the hood is a key component of an appropriate arc flash safety management program. We would agree with the editors and publishers that any . . . alteration to the software needs to
be carefully evaluated. The intent of the FIS was to provide a consistent approach for hazard assessment and therefore should not be altered. An important aspect of the original design for the FIS was that it was not in itself a hazard assessment tool but rather a tool that, when used in conjunction with a hazard assessment tool, could provide guidance on the relative hazard for an arc flash event. This is

an important aspect of the original design that needs to be maintained. The authors thank Drs Gomiero, Hundertmark, Brobeil, and others for their comments. Dr. Robert Waddell (US Nuclear Regulatory Commission) contributed to the discussion of US Nuclear Regulatory Commission requirements and has reviewed the final manuscript. We thank Mr. Robert Miller (Duke University) for his
assistance with the manuscript and Dr. Peter Jackson (Duke University) for his valuable technical expertise. This study was supported in part by the Office of Research and Development of the U.S. Department of Energy (ER 46789 and ER 46531), by the Federal Laboratory Consortium for Health (FLC), and by the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)

under Contract No. DE-AC02-99CH10886. This is NUREG-1315 contribution number 219. The authors declare they have no actual or potential competing financial interests. What I’m reading in my spare time, including my new book The Environmental Revolution: Jumpstart Your Career in the New Green Economy, available for Kindle, Nook, and most e-readers. The Environmental Revolution.
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